


Welcome to our fifth annual Champions Club Resource & Job Fair. We pray 
that you will leave today with renewed energy, new hope, and new local 
resources to help you and your family thrive. 

With everything we do as Champions Club, our goal is to serve your whole 
family, point those with extraordinary needs to their destiny and help them 
navigate how to get there. Today you’ll be able to meet organizations who 
have the same heart and the same goal. And you get to have fun with your 
family and friends at the same time! 

After two years of hosting the resource fair virtually, we want to celebrate 
being back together! There are amazing high-ticket raffle prizes you can 
win throughout the day, so make sure to stick around for a chance to 
win! Another thing that is new, and highly requested, is a parenting Q&A 
with my wife and I. Raising Connor is a journey with many challenges and 
hurdles to overcome, but we’ve seen God move on our behalf and do 
amazing miracles in Connor’s life and in our family’s life. We appreciate the 
opportunity to encourage you in your journey.  

Today is all about you. Today, we pray that you’re reminded that you’re not 
alone. We pray that you’ll find hope and help. Every organization you’ll meet 
today came here to meet you and to help meet your needs!

From the bottom of our heart, thank you for letting us serve you today. 
You are true champions!

Craig Johnson
Founder of Champions Club



Schedule
Saturday, August 27  

5th Annual Champions Club Resource and Job Fair 

Sunday, August 28 
Lakewood’s 5th Annual Champions Club 

Weekend Special

Connect with us

@championsclubs 

@championsclublakewood



“The Champions Club helps churches fulfill their 
God given purpose to share the Gospel message 
with all people. Exceptional students and their 
families are one of the most unreached people 
groups. Chrurches that extend the Father’s love 
and grace to these precious people will experience 
an outpour of blessings from heaven.”

Dr. Sandy Robinson
The Cause Church

As an educator, it is a joy 
to see the students happy 
and excited about learning. 
I simply cannot wait 
to witness the level of 
development for our 
students in this program! 

Thank you 
Lakewood Church.

Dr. Shirley Rose-Gilliam
Principal, 
Wheatley High School

Special needs is rising at an alarmin rate around the world. 
every country I visit says the same thing... We are meeting 
more special needs families that need help and we don’t 
know how to help them. Autism is now the #1 developmental 
disease in thr world. These families are hurting, feel rejected 
and forgotten. But there is hope.

Pastor Craig Johnson
Champions Club Founder

Champions Club has been a blessing to my son’s life. 
At one point, my son’s school saw him as a troubled 
child. Champions Club saw him as a gifted child. Their 
guidance proved valuable to Zachary, his school and 
myself. Champions Club was the only one that said 
“Yes, we can help yous son.”

Gail Medina
Champions Club Parent



Champions Club is a special needs ministry, specialized in ministering to 
and designing developmental areas for kids, teens, and adults with special 
needs and the medically fragile. We have developed a program that meets 
the developmental needs of individuals with special needs in four important 
ways: SPIRITUALLY, INTELLECTUALLY, EMOTIONALLY, and PHYSICALLY. 

Our focus is on spiritual growth through God’s Word, developing the intellect 
of each participant through the five senses, intellectually through various 
learning tools, as well as engaging the child physically during active gross 
motor fun. Our hope is to point those with extraordinary needs to their 
destiny and help them navigate how to get there. Champions Clubs can be 
adapted to a school or public facility environment. There are Champions 
Clubs in schools, churches, and facilities all across America and around the 
world. It would be our honor to help you start your Champions Club or 
special needs ministry!

The Champions Club at Lakewood Church is always welcoming new families 
and their champions, as well as always seeking great people to volunteer and 
become part of our team. To learn more about Lakewood’s Champions Club, 
please visit LakewoodChurch.com/ChampionsClub

As Champions Clubs have expanded throughout the United States and in 
countries around the world our team offers help through consultation, 
training, fundraising, and speaking to help churches, schools and 
organizations launch their own special needs program.

To learn more about how to get a Champions Club in different parts of the 
world and other organizations, please visit ChampionsClub.org

| Ultimate Champion Sponsor |

Workforce Solutions

The Gulf Coast Workforce Board and its operating affiliate 
Workforce Solutions are the public workforce system in the 
13-county Houston-Galveston region of Texas. We help employers 
meet their human resource needs and individuals build careers, so 
both can compete in the global economy.

Our Employer Service team provides individualized service that 
helps employers find qualified applicants for specific jobs and 
develop custom solutions to strengthen their current workforce.

In 2018, our Employer Service team helped more than 29,000 
employers find candidates to fill openings; outplace workers; and 
get advice on human resource issues and concerns. We partner 
with the Texas Workforce Commission and other workforce 
boards in the largest job-matching database in the state. 

www.wrksolutions.com 
1 (888) 469-5627



| Ultimate Champion Sponsor | Continued

Positive Circle

The exceptional minds of people with autism spectrum disorder 
are often overlooked. At Positive Circle, we recognize their great 
potential and give them the tools they need for success. We are 
able to help children and adults inside and outside the classroom 
focus and fulfill their true potential by donating sensory tools like 
weighted blankets, noise cancelling headphones, and fidget tools 
to schools, ministries, and organizations across the U.S.

Sensory tools can promote mental development by building 
strong neuro-connections. They encourage the brain to process 
and respond more normally to sensory information, which…
improves focus and increases participation, thereby enabling a 
sensory tools user to become open and available for learning.

Whether a person is working to develop fine motor skills, 
improve social skills with peers, regulate behavioral and 
emotional responses, improve their attention and focus, develop 
organizational skills, or manage classroom behaviors, sensory 
tools have been proven to regulate a child’s excitement level, 
making it easier for them to obtain the higher-tier skills needed 
for success.

www.PositiveCircle.org

Gateway Academy Houston

Gateway Academy serves 6th-12th grade students 
with academic and social challenges through 
innovative approaches to learning, physical 
fitness, and social awareness. Our graduates 
encounter a changing world with self-advocacy, 
opening a path to personal significance in 
college, career, and community. We opened our 
doors in 2006, committed to teaching traditional 
academics, while also meeting the social and 
emotional needs of our students with learning 
and social differences. Over the last fifteen years, 
our work has been to create a safe space that 
provides students with the opportunities for 
identity exploration, learning self-awareness, and 
practicing self-advocacy.

www.thegatewayacademy.org 
(713) 659-7900
info@gatewayacademyhouston.org

The Brookwood Community

Through the grace of God, The Brookwood 
Community provides an educational environment 
that creates meaningful work, builds a sense of 
belonging, and awakens genuine purpose in the 
lives of adults with disabilities.

www.brookwoodcommunity.org
(281) 375-2100

| Super Sponsor |



| Super Sponsor |

The Adapted World

The Adapted Word provides resources to reach all children 
with The Gospel. We provide digital resources and budget-
friendly strategies to help children’s ministry leaders adapt 
instruction for children with special needs.

www.theadaptedword.com 

The Down Syndrome Association of Houston 
(DSAH)

Founded in 1974, The Down Syndrome Association of Houston 
(DSAH) is the leading source of Down syndrome-related 
information, support, and referral assistance. The mission of 
DSAH is to provide lifelong education, support, and resources 
to individuals with Down syndrome, their families, and the 
communities they live within. DSAH envisions a society where 
individuals with Down syndrome are valued, included, and 
empowered to fulfill their personal goals and aspirations.

www.dsah.org  
7115 W. Tidwell Rd, Bldg K Ste 106, Houston, TX 77092 
(713) 682-7237

Cafe Azul Tx Autism

Cafe Azul Tx Autism is a bilingual non- profit organization that 
focuses on education and support of individuals with Special 
needs and their families. We connect parents with resources 
and provide ongoing conferences and support groups.

Facebook: @cafeazultx

Chrysalis Spectrum

Chrysalis Spectrum was founded in 2017 to create a career 
path for young and middle age adults with a disability to 
learn office assistant tasks that will increase employment 
sustainability and inclusion in the workplace.

chrysalisspectrum.com
csf@chrysalisspectrum.com

Camp Blessing

Camp Blessing exists to create an environment where every 
person regardless of ability can experience the unconditional 
LOVE of Christ, and the gracious ACCEPTANCE of their  unique 
gifting all wrapped-up in an experience of outrageous FUN! 

www.CampBlessing.org 

Partners Resource Network

Partners Resource Network is a non-profit agency that operates 
the Texas statewide network of Training and Information Centers 
(PTIs) funded by the U.S. Department of Education-Office of 
Special Education Programs (OSEP). The four PTI Projects: 
PACT, PATH, PEN and TEAM serve parents of children and youth 
with disabilities from ages 0-26 as well as youth self-advocates 
ages 14-26. We do this through a network of highly-skilled, 
regionally-located coordinators. Services are provided in English 
and Spanish. All services are provided free of cost.

www.prntexas.org

Raising Awesome Awareness

Our Purpose is to bring awareness to our community for special 
needs children and their families. To bring the community 
together by having local events that bring in resources for our 
special need families. To be able to give back to our local special 
needs children by providing events in a safe environment. 

www.raising-awesome-awareness-inc.mailchimpsites.com  
raisingawesomeawareness@gmail.com

Reaching Greater Heights

We guide and support parents with the educational process 
through advocacy, consulting, and tutoring services. We 
specialize in working with families of children with disabilities 
and learning differences to ensure students are receiving 
appropriate supports and services.

www.EDUPrepSpace.com 
(832) 802-0512 
info@EDUPrepSpace.com 

| Super Sponsor |



| Super Sponsor | Continued

MedCare

From our humble beginnings in a small office rental space 
in Southwest Houston we worked hard every day to provide 
valuable care for our patients. MedCare’s mission is to enhance 
the lives of children every day! At MedCare our daily focus is to 
CARE. Our organization was founded with a singular motive, to 
help children. Our team is dedicated to improving the health 
and functional abilities of children with special medical and 
developmental needs. We exist to provide relief and care when 
your child and your family need help the most. 

www.medcarepediatric.com  

The Behavior Therapy & Learning 
(Behavior TLC)

The Behavior Therapy and Learning Center is operated and 
owned by two dedicated and caring Board Certified Behavior 
Analysts. We are passionate about providing services of Applied 
Behavior Analysis for our clients. At Behavior TLC, we work with 
individuals with autism and other intellectual or developmental 
disabilities, as well as their families. Our Mission is to utilize the 
science of behavior to compassionately and comprehensively 
meet the individual needs of the community we serve. Our 
vision is to grow and support individuals and families to make a 
real and lasting impact in the community. 

www.behaviortlc.com

Independent Insurance Solutions

IINSS provides contemporary Financial Education, Information, 
and the Application of this knowledge, in a simple manner for 
all to benefit. 

iinss.com

When Pastor Craig and Samantha 
Johnson moved to Houston to take 
a position at Lakewood Church, 
they thought they had it made. Their 
dream, however, was interrupted by 
the unplanned arrival of a third child, 
Connor. When Connor turned two, he 
stopped talking, displayed behavioral 
problems, and was no longer the 
cheerful, engaged little boy they had 
known. No one seemed to have 
answers until the official diagnosis was 
handed down—autism. 

Faced with seemingly insurmountable 
odds—a child who could not speak or 
respond with emotion—the Johnsons 
were filled with unanswered questions 
and deep sorrow. God quietly spoke 
to Craig’s heart, telling him Connor’s 
story would one day touch the lives of 
thousands of people around the globe. 
Craig and Samantha held that unlikely 
promise in their hearts during the years 

ahead. They accepted the diagnosis 
but refused to believe their story was 
over. God was not finished with the 
Johnson family. Then, one day, a miracle 
occurred. Connor spoke.

Instantly flooded with a variety of 
emotions, the Johnsons rejoiced. Their 
boy could talk. And not only talk but 
perform a perfect recitation of Pastor 
Joel Osteen’s opening affirmation: “This 
is my Bible, I am what it says I am . . .” 

Today Connor is a vibrant young man, 
and his family’s faith-filled response to 
his diagnosis has launched a worldwide 
wave of support and attention for 
special needs children of all stripes. 
Connor’s life has truly touched the 
world. Written with transparency and 
humor, Champion will inspire those in 
the middle of an unexpected trial to rise 
up and become someone’s champion.

Champion 
By Craig Johnson



Champions Club 
Family page!

Having a community of people 
who understand our families is so 
important! We need all the support 
we can get. That’s why we’ve created 
the Champions Family Group, 
an online, private community for 
parents and care givers of a loved 
one with special needs. Join for 
free and receive daily devotionals, 
declarations, and support from our 
experts in marriage, finances, mental 
health, life skills, and education. 

Sign up at www.hopeformyfamily.com 

Everyday Hope 
Devotional

This devotional will celebrate the 
unique plan God has for your family, 
equipping you with declarations of 
hope for every facet of your journey.

Compassion & Care 
Devotional

This devotional will help you grow 
and learn how to recover and renew 
your mind while facing the storms 
of life.

Every parent has a moment when they 
sit down face-to-face with their child 
to have an important conversation. The 
conversations may look a little different, 
but they have the same goal: to let children 
know that they are exceptional, unique and 
wonderful, and God has a plan and purpose 
for their lives.
 
For the little girl who gets picked on based 
on the color of her skin. For the young boy 
struggling with autism. For the kid who gets 
bullied because he’s different. For the child 
in the wheel chair. For the little one who is 
adopted. For the smart girl who’s always 
being made fun of. For the brave little 
fighter battling illness.
               
You Are Extrordinary is for all the children 
who need a moment of reassurance 
from their parents to know that God has a 
plan and purpose for their lives, that they 
are loved, and-what might be the most 
important message-that the world is a 
better place when we treat all people like 
they are Extraordinary. 

This book will help parents encourage 
their kids so that they know that they are 
exceptional in wonderful ways, that God 
has a plan and a purpose for them, that 
they are so loved—and what might be the 
most important message—that the world is 
a better place when we treat everyone like 
they are exceptional.

Every spread of the book will speak to a 
child dealing with a different circumstance, 
and at the end, the children will be together 
having learned that we all are extraordinary, 
and that the world is so much more 
wonderful when we reach out to everyone 
with kindness and love. This book will 
emphasize all kinds of diversity: physical 
ability, mental ability, race, family, 
and personalities. 

Our words have creative power. Whenever 
we speak something either good or bad, 
we give life to what we are saying. When 
a parent speaks victory over their children, 
telling them, “I’m proud of you, I love you, 
You are amazing, You are talented, You are 
beautiful, You will do great things in life; 
these are declarations of not only what 
we are calling out, but how God sees our 
children. As parents, when we speak words 
like these over our kids, we are blessing our 
children’s future.

This book is for all the children who have 
ever felt less than the amazing, incredible, 
spectacular person God created you to be. 
They are perfect just the way they are! 

Whether they are typical, medically fragile, 
or have special needs, we hope this book 
reminds them every day that they are 
EXTRAORDINARY!

You are Extraordinary 
By Craig & Samantha Johnson



A Special Child
You weren’t like other children,

And God was well aware,

You’d need a caring family, 

with love enough to share.

And so He sent you to us, 

And much to our surprise, 

you haven’t been a challenge,

But a blessing in disguise.

Your winning smiles and laughter,

The pleasure you impart, 

Far outweigh your special needs, 

And melt the coldest heart.

We’re proud that we’ve been chosen, 

To help you learn and grow,

The job that you have brought us, 

Is more than you can know.

A precious gift from Heaven, 

A treasure from above,

A child who’s taught us many things, 

But most of all- “Real Love”

Father, I pray for those with special needs. 

Jesus, You want Your children well and healthy and we are asking 
You for a miracle in their bodies. 

I ask you to create whatever is needed in their body and mind. If it is 
genetic, do a miracle. If it is a birth injury, give a corrective miracle. 
Whatever, give regeneration to every cell, bone, muscle, whatever 
needs a miracle, do it, Jesus. You never go back on Your Word, and 
your Word says, “By the stripes of Jesus I am healed.” 

I pray for all in their families, and I speak hope and strength to them.  
Thank you, Father, for moving in these families. Amen.

With love,

Ms. Dodie Osteen



NOTES NOTES



For more info contact the Champions Club team at 
championsclub@lakewoodchurch.com
lakewoodchurch.com/championsclub

Championsclub.org

@championsclubs 


